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Introduction & Project Review

Project Objective: To guide students through the drafting, revising, and digital 
construction process required to create an e-zine based on personal interests. 

Materials Needed:
•	 An actual magazine to be used as reference throughout the magazine creation 

process 
•	 Spiral Notebook
•	 Pencil/Pen
•	 Tape
•	 Handouts and Graphic Organizers
•	 Computer & Various Software Programs
 - Word
 - Publisher (an option)
 - Photoshop (an option)
 - InDesign (an option)
 - Gimp (an option for free graphic arts software)
 - Word game software (free on-line options are available)
 - ISSUU e-zine creating software (an option)

Phase 1 - Choose a Topic:
•	 Analyze various magazine formats noting how structure and form inform the 

overall theme and intent of the publications. 
•	 Determine the topic for personal magazine.
•	 Get set to have some fun!

Phase 2 - Time For Work:
•	 Use spiral notebook, tape, and handouts to create a Writer’s Notebook to be 

used as reference throughout the magazine crafting process.
•	 Affix the Project Plan onto the first page of the Writer’s Notebook and then 

begin to work the plan.
•	 Download completed magazine into e-zine creating software.

Phase 3 - Launch!:  
•	 Send link to personal e-zine to friends and family via an email link. 
•	 Organize a event in which e-zines can be presented via a digital projector.  

https://issuu.com/
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Project Plan
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Format Analysis

Students begin the magazine creation process by familiarizing themselves with various 
features of the magazine.

•	 Note the placement of each feature in the publication. 
 - Advertisements
 - Feature Articles
 - Game pages
 - Poetry
 - Interviews
 - Letter from the Editor
 - Table of Contents
 - Book Reviews
 - Publication Logo
•	 Discuss the reasoning behind the placement of each section within the publication.
•	 Explore how each section connects with the overall topic of the magazine.
•	 Study the title of the magazine. Consider how the title connects the reader with the 

content.
•	 Examine the logo. Study the use of color, format, and structure. Tell how it symbolizes 

the theme of the publication. 
•	 Consider the captions featured on the front cover.         
•	 Search through the magazine to discover the 
      placement of each feature within the publication.    
      Justify the placement for each feature.
•	 Discuss the use of font style and color 
      in each title. Tell how each aspect serves to      
      connect the reader with the magazine content.
•	 Determine the theme and purpose of the 

publication. Identify the magazine’s intended 
market.

•	 Study the advertizements. Determine 
whether each ad compliments the theme 
of the magazine. Tell how each ad 

     is designed to reach 
     an intended market. 
•	 Use the information discovered in 
     your analysis to inform your 
     own magazine creation process.
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Theme and Purpose of Publication
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The Book Review

PAX by Sara Pennypacker 

Publisher: Balzer + Bray/HarperCollins

KIRKUS REVIEW

A motherless boy is forced to abandon his 
domesticated fox when his father decides to join 
soldiers in an approaching war.

Twelve-year-old Peter found his loyal companion, Pax, 
as an orphaned kit while still grieving his own mother’s 

death. Peter’s difficult and often harsh father said he 
could keep the fox “for now” but five years later insists the boy leave Pax 
by the road when he takes Peter to his grandfather’s house, hundreds 
of miles away. Peter’s journey back to Pax and Pax’s steadfastness in 
waiting for Peter’s return result in a tale of survival, intrinsic connection, 
and redemption. The battles between warring humans in the unnamed 
conflict remain remote, but the oncoming wave of deaths is seen through 
Pax’s eyes as woodland creatures are blown up by mines. While Pax learns 
to negotiate the complications of surviving in the wild and relating to other 
foxes, Peter breaks his foot and must learn to trust a seemingly eccentric 
woman named Vola who battles her own ghosts of war. Alternating 
chapters from the perspectives of boy and fox are perfectly paced and 
complementary. Only Peter, Pax, Vola, and three of Pax’s fox companions 
are named, conferring a spare, fablelike quality. Every moment in the 
graceful, fluid narrative is believable. Klassen’s cover art has a sense of 
contained, powerful stillness. (Interior illustrations not seen.)

Moving and poetic. (Animal fantasy. 9-13)
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Write a Book Review

Title:

Author:

Publisher:

Log line:

Plot/Character Summary:

Opinion (cite references):

One Line Summary:
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PAX by Sara Pennypacker 

Publisher: Balzer + Bray/HarperCollins

KIRKUS REVIEW

A motherless boy is forced to abandon his 
domesticated fox when his father decides to join 
soldiers in an approaching war.

Twelve-year-old Peter found his loyal companion, Pax, 
as an orphaned kit while still grieving his own mother’s 
death. Peter’s difficult and often harsh father said he 

could keep the fox “for now” but five years later insists the boy leave Pax 
by the road when he takes Peter to his grandfather’s house, hundreds 
of miles away. Peter’s journey back to Pax and Pax’s steadfastness in 
waiting for Peter’s return result in a tale of survival, intrinsic connection, 
and redemption. The battles between warring humans in the unnamed 
conflict remain remote, but the oncoming wave of deaths is seen through 
Pax’s eyes as woodland creatures are blown up by mines. While Pax learns 
to negotiate the complications of surviving in the wild and relating to other 
foxes, Peter breaks his foot and must learn to trust a seemingly eccentric 
woman named Vola who battles her own ghosts of war. Alternating 
chapters from the perspectives of boy and fox are perfectly paced and 
complementary. Only Peter, Pax, Vola, and three of Pax’s fox companions 
are named, conferring a spare, fablelike quality. Every moment in the 
graceful, fluid narrative is believable. Klassen’s cover art has a sense of 
contained, powerful stillness. (Interior illustrations not seen.)

Moving and poetic. (Animal fantasy. 9-13)

TITLE

PUBLISHER

AUTHOR

LOG LINE

PLOT/CHARACTERS

OPINION

ONE LINE SUMMARY

The Book Review Analyzed
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The Feature Article

Important Tips for Writing a Stellar Feature Article:

•	 The word count for a  Feature Article is from 250 to 2,000 words. For the 
purpose of this project, a 500 word piece is ideal.

•	 Feature Articles as based on human interest. They’re compelling stories that 
educate and entertain readers.

•	 Types of Feature Articles
 - Behind the Scenes 
 - Historical
 - Instructional
 - Travel 
 - Scientific

•	 Rather than being written in a dry, academic tone, Feature Articles employ the 
voice of the writer. These articles can be humorous and lively, thoughtful or 
inspirational. 

•	 Feature Articles are a combination of fact and opinion. Typically, the opinions 
expressed are those of the individuals highlighted in the article. 

•	 Feature Articles begin with a strong lead and are filled with description and 
vivid details. 

•	 Feature Articles offer depth and understanding for topics of interest. 

Magazine Project Hint: Develop a topic based on the information gained from your 
Interview. Listen closely to your interviewee to discover an compelling angle to 
develop in your Feature Article.
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The Interview

 How to Conduct a Journalistic Interview: 
Note: Proper research and preparation are essential to a successful interview.

Step 1: Research, Research, Research
Then research some more. The only way to come up with good questions is to know 
everything there is to know about your subject.

Step 2: Contact the Person You Wish to Interview
Ask when a good time would be to do the interview. Be polite. Say “please” and 
“thank you.” Try to set up the interview in person. If this isn’t possible, then set up a 
phone interview.

Step 3: Read Over Your Research and Brainstorm a List of 15 Questions
•	 The more specific your questions are, the better. And never ask questions that 

can be answered with a simple yes or no. Make your interviewee talk.
•	 Be sure to write all your questions down in a notebook, then practice asking them 

with a partner. Become very familiar with your questions before you go into the 
interview.

Step 4: Come Prepared
You will want to bring:
•	     A pencil
•	     A notebook
•	     A list of good questions
•	     A recording device (always ask permission before recording an interview)

Step 5: Be on Time
•	 Arrive at your interview with plenty of time to spare. If you’ve never been to the 

place where your interview is taking place, go early and scout it out. There is 
nothing more unprofessional than a reporter who is late.

•	 You can also use the time you are waiting to make notes about the surroundings. 
You won’t remember details later, so write them down.

Hint: Oftentimes the best people to interview are those that live in your own community. 
Depending on your topic, consider interviewing individuals with whom you come in 
contact on a daily basis. 
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Source: Scholastic Kids Press Corps - The Scholastic Kids Press Corps is a team of 32 student 
reporters who report “news for kids, by kids.” Sports, politics, and entertainment are among the 
topics they cover. http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/how-conduct-journalistic-interview

Step 6: Conduct Your Interview in an Organized, Timely Manner
During the interview:
•	  Always listen carefully to the answers. Each answer could lead to more ques-

tions or include an answer to a question you haven’t asked yet. Don’t ask a 
question that has already been answered. Your subject will know you weren’t 
listening and be insulted.

•	  Don’t read through your questions one right after another like you can’t wait 
to be finished. Conduct your interview like a conversation. One question should 
lead naturally into another. If you are LISTENING to the answers this will come 
naturally.

•	  Also, take notes on what the person looked like, what the person was wear-
ing, where he or she sat. If the interview is in an office, make notes of what is on 
the walls and on the desk. The objects people surround themselves with hold 
important clues to their personalities. Ask about any object that interests you. 
You’ll find some good stories.

Step 7: Even If You Are Recording an Interview, Take Notes
•	 Don’t try to write every word said. It will slow down the interview. Just take 

down the highlights.
•	 After the interview, while the details are still fresh in your mind, write everything 

down you can remember about the person you interviewed. Don’t forget to 
make note of the sounds in the background. Take note of what was happening 
around you. Write it all down as soon as possible.

•	 At home, expand your notes by following up on things you learned in your inter-
view with more research.

Step 8: Review Your Research and Your Interview Notes
•	 Circle or highlight quotations that you think will be good for your article. 
•	 Consider ways to incorporate information gleaned in the interview as 
•	 Now you’re ready to begin writing.
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The Poetry Page

Instruct students to incorporate all the factual and fun content used thus far in 
their Magazine Project to create a poem based on their topic’s theme. 

Students are encouraged to illustrate their work or to choose fonts that 
represent the poetic message. Students may to use a properly sourced, publically 
appropriate digital images to compliment their project’s premise.

Suggestions for Some Fun-To-Write Types of Poems:

•	 Acrostic Poems: When read 
downward, the first letter of each 
line must form a word or phrase that 
associates with the premise of the 
student’s magazine. Encourage students 
to use rich, descriptive language in their 
Acrostic Poems.

•	 Concrete Poems: Also 
known as “Shape Poems,” 
words are arranged in the 
shape of the subject of the 
poem. Concrete Poems 
are visual and, sometimes, 
much more fun to write 
than a traditional poem. 

•	 List Poems: This type of poem is a list or inventory 
of apects of a topic. It is comprised of rich details, 
demonstrating the depth of which the student comprehends 
their topic. Students are encouraged to explore their 
topics from a wide variety of angles, thus providing a 
summary of their magazine’s premise.

 An acrostic poem
 Creates a challenge
 Random words on a theme
 Or whole sentences that rhyme
 Select your words carefully
 To form a word from top to bottom
 Is the aim of this poetic style
 Choose a word, then GO!

A
volcano

A huge rock,
shooting lava up into

the air! Everyone runs for 
cover. Lots of thick, black smoke

pours out of the top, giving you a warning
before the explosions start. Nothing can stand in its
way. Sometimes they don’t blow for hundred of years.

There are thousands in the world, some are even underwater. 

Cat Bath

She licks her neck.
She licks her nose.
She licks her legs.
She licks her toes.
She licks her tummy,
She licks her back.
Then she rubs my leg
to ask for a snack
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•	 Persona Poems: Written by the point of view of an object 
or subject featured in the magazine, Persona Poems offer 
an interesting perspective of the topics featured in the 
magazine. 

Waiting Room Fish

Like small
orange birds
we watch you
watch us.

We peek between
plastic plants.
We open wide
for food flakes.

We wave our tails
inviting you
to join us 
for a swim. 

So u rc e c red i t s :

Ac ro st ic & Conc rete Po ems - Young Wri ter s, htt p s : //www.y o ungwr i ter s .co.u k

Per sona Po em - Amy Ludw ig Vand erwater, htt p ://www.amy l udw ig vand erwater.com

L ist Po em - R ic ha rd C. Owen P u b l i s h er s, www.rcowen .com

https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/types-acrostic
http://www.amyludwigvanderwater.com/HOME.html
https://www.rcowen.com/
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The Game Page

Instruct students to review the content of all of the features included in their project 
to discover words and terms that best represent their topic. Explore every article to 
discover words that can tie the overall topic together. Make a list of, at least, 25 words 
to be used as foundation for a crossword puzzle. 

Use the Crossword Puzzle Words & Definitions as a reference to format their game. 
List chosen words down the left of the sheet and corresponding definitions on the 
right.

Check and recheck spelling of all facets of the Crossword Puzzle. This is a must! The 
puzzle is useless if words and clues are mispelled. 

There are many free game creating 
websites available. The Teacher’s Corner 
offers an easy-to-use Crossword Puzzle 
Maker, complete with an answer key 
component, that can be imported into 
students’ magazines with ease. 

Across:
6. Bad-tempered, uncooperative
7. Uproar and confusion
8. A thing intended; an aim or plan
10. Second pair of appendages attached to the cephalothorax of most arachnids
11. Done quickly and without thought or care
12. Exaggerated dramatic behavior
13. To use something in a way that benefits you

Down:
1. Belonging to or so evil as to recall the Devil
2. Lightheartedness
3. Work with employer to learn a trade or profession
4 . Gentle; kindly
5. Giving the impression that something bad or unpleasant is going to happen
9. A pair of appendages in front of the mouth in arachnids

The Alarming Career of Sir Richard 
Blackstone

Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle & Answers

https://www.theteacherscorner.net/
https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/crossword/
https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/crossword/
https://www.amazon.com/Alarming-Career-Sir-Richard-Blackstone/dp/1510711228
https://www.amazon.com/Alarming-Career-Sir-Richard-Blackstone/dp/1510711228
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Crossword Puzzle Words & Definitions

WORD DEFINITION
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Making A Crossword Puzzle
> Access www.theteacherscorner.net

> Access Printable Worksheets (left menu)
> Access Puzzle Worksheets
> Access Crossword Maker

Type title of your crossword 
puzzle here

Type word(s) here.
NOTE! Be sure to spell correctly!

Type definitions here.
NOTE! Be sure to spell correctly!

When finished typing in words 
and definitions, scoll down to 
the bottom of the page to 
click on this bar ONLY to make 
crossword puzzle. 

Save As: (PDF/Image)
TO SAVE PUZZLE (note the green tab)

> Open Adobe Acrobat
> Save as the title of your 
  crossword puzzle. 
  Save on desktop.

Save As: (PDF/Image)
TO SAVE KEY (click on the black tab)

> Open Adobe Acrobat
> Save as the title of your 
  crossword puzzle. 
  Save on desktop.
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Letter from the Editor

Suggestions for Writing an Effective Letter From the Editor Section

•	 Speak directly to the reader. Because you have a solid sense of who your intended 
audience may be, direct your comments to them using a personal and friendly tone. 

•	 Introduce and summarize selected features of your magazine. Describe what you 
anticipate they will enjoy in each piece. 

•	 Discuss your experience as a first-time editor of an on-line publication. 

•	 Describe the inspiration for the magazine.

•	 Express gratitude to the reader for chosing to read your magazine.

•	 Encourage feed-back from the readers. Invite them to send comments via email. 

•	 Include a picture - a photo, avatar, or an illustration - of yourself on the Letter From 
the Editor page. 



22

www.debbiegonzales.comTHE MAGAZINE PROJECT

Cover Design

Topics to Consider When Designing a Magazine Cover

•	 What is the overall Concept of your magazine?
 - What is the message of your publication?
 - Who is your intended market?
 - What is the overall purpose of the project? 
 - What do you hope to express? 

•	 What graphic Format do you feel will best represent your topic?
 - What kind of image will best communicate your message?
 - How will you use shape and color to communicate theme and tone?
 - How will your layout communicate your message?

•	 How will your choice of Fonts support your design?
 - Will you bold your titles? 
 - Will you adopt a fanciful or serious tone? How will your font choice
    communciate this? 
 - Determine how the typography size affects your message. 
 - How will the typography interact with your chosen graphic images? 

•	 How will you cite Photo Credits? 
 - Will you illustrate your cover?
 - Will you use original photographs you’ve taken yourself? 
 - Will you access royalty-free images in-line? 

•	 What plans do your have to include Captions promoting features in your 
magazine? 

 - Consider how the use of Captions contribute to the overall esthetics of
     your cover. 
 - Determine how to best entice your intented audience with clever word
    choice. 
 - Use concise, one-liners to entice your readers. 

•	 How will you display your Logo? 
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Logo

Observe the familiar logos above:
•	 Note the use of color, graphics, and fonts.
•	 Determine how each logo serves as a symbol for each company or 

organization. Is the logo easily identifiable? How so?
•	 Discuss the effectiveness of each logo. Tell how each one reflects and 

connects with an intended market.

Designing your own personal logo. 
•	 Consider the topic and theme of your magazine. Identify 

possible graphics that would best represent the premise of 
your magazine.

•	 Discover ways to construct a personal logo using the first letter 
of your first, middle, and last name. 

 -Are there ways to enlongate letters to represent a symbol  
   of some kind? 
 - What about the use of color, size, and shape? 
 - Find ways to tell your story using the symbolic    
    representation of a personal logo. 
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Advertisements

Students are required to create three full-page ads for publication in their 
magazines.  In addition, even though the themes differ, students are required to 
include one ad from each of their classmates in their magazines. 

Encourage students to look back through their actual magazine reference to 
analyze the intent of the advertisements featured there. Discover if the printed 
advertisements fall under one or more of the following categories:

•	 Claims advertising: This type of advertizing uses hype to sell. These ads claim 
that the products featured are the best, ever, by telling the intended customer 
what the product can do for them!

•	 Bandwagon advertising: These ads try to convince the customer to buy 
products by implementing the idea that many others have found it to be 
sensational. Join the crowd! You’ll be glad you did.

•	 Association advertising: This type of advertising attempts to establish a 
strong psychological connection with the customer by using snappy jingles or 
associating  famous people with the product.

•	 Promotions: These ads features coupons, prizes, games, or some kind of buzz to 
generate excitement for a limited time, only!

•	 Humor: These ads feature clever, catchy lines or funny scenarios that designed 
to keep the product in the mind of the consumer.

Following discussing the advertising techniques described above and analyzing the 
ads in their reference magazines, instruct students to use the Magazine Project-Ad 
Worksheet to begin planning for the three advertisements to be featured in their 
personal magazines. 
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Advertisements

• List five adjectives to describe the ad.
• Determine the purpose for the ad.
• Identify the product that is being sold.
• Evaluate the appeal of the ad.
• Identify the target audience. List clues that reveal this information.
• Determine the emotional appeal. 
 ~ Describe the feelings merchant hopes to associate with the ad.
 ~ Was the merchant successful in the attempt? Explain why or why not.

SOURCES:
• www.fiverr.com
• www.mcngmarketing.com
• www.mediaed.org
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Magazine Project - Ad Worksheet

Target Audience? 

Advertising Techniques? 

What does the ad suggest about the product or service? 

What does the ad suggest about the people who will purchase the product or service? 

Product/Service Number 1? 

Target Audience? 

Advertising Techniques? 

What does the ad suggest about the product or service? 

What does the ad suggest about the people who will purchase the product or service? 

Product/Service Number 2? 

Target Audience? 

Advertising Techniques? 

What does the ad suggest about the product or service? 

What does the ad suggest about the people who will purchase the product or service? 

Product/Service Number 3? 
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Layout

Magazine Layout

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16

Contents:

~ Cover

~ Table of contents

~ Lett er from the Editor

~ Book Review

~ Interview

~ Feature Arti cle

~ Game page

~ Game answer page

~ Poetry Page

~ Logo

~ 3 ads (Yours)

~ 4 ads (Classmates)

Things to Consider When Planning Your Magazine Layout

•	 Keep your intended reader in mind. Plan your layout with the intention to keep 
your reader turning the pages - from the first to the last - with intrigue and 
enthusiam.

•	 Place ads in key spots within the content of the publication. Imagine that the 
advertizers have paid thousands of dollars to be included in your publication. 
Take care to assure that your readers linger over each ad with interest.

•	 Your most important ad should be placed on the back cover. Note the single 
spread at the end of the Layout Grid. Placing the most prominent ad on this 
page assures that it in printed face out for the whole world to see!

•	 Plan for your Layout by deciding where each feature should go. Label each 
spread accordingly. (Use a pencil. You might have to re-think your plans before 
publication.)
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Table of Contents

•	 Using the Layout Grid as a guide, list the title of each feature and the 
page number on which is located in your Writer’s Notebook.

•	 Check and double check content and pages numbers for accuracy.
•	 Depending upon your advertizing plan, print Table of Contents on the 

first or second pages, after the cover page, of your publication.
•	 Advertizements need not be included in the Table of Contents.

E-zine Publication

•	 Once your publication has been comprised in a .pdf format, choose 
a digital e-zine publisher. Most charge a nominal fee for their service. 
Issuu offers a free plan. Here’s how to make your e-zine!

 - Access the home page at https://issuu.com/.
 - Click on the Become a Publisher tab.
 - Follow the step-by-step instructions to access the .pdf    
    downloading capability.
 - Once publication has been transformed into the e-zine format,   
    share the link to your magazine via email. Tell the world all about it!

https://issuu.com/pricing?utm_source=anon-secondary-nav-publish-now-cta
https://issuu.com/
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