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Path to Promotion: A Six-Week Online 
Book Publicity Course

for published and pre-published authors and 
illustrators

An online collaborative program designed to share promotional 
information and techniques, to guide in the publicity preparation process, 
and to clarify steps required to create an affordable marketing platform 

that is personal, authentic, and professionally sound.

Path to Promotion Dates & Fees:
• Runs from Monday, May 14 until Wednesday, June 18
• Early Bird Registration - $175 (opens March 1 – closes April 8)
• Full Registration Rate - $200 (opens April 9 – closes May 7)
• Spaces are limited

Here’s how the Path to Promotion 6-week course works:
• On Monday of  each week you’ll access an audio interview featuring one of  the Path to Promotion 

faculty members focusing on their area of  expertise. In addition, you’ll be able to access a 
handout and (look out, now) a homework assignment due on Wednesday of  that week.

• On Wednesday, you’ll access a live webinar during which you can connect with the featured faculty 
member by asking questions via a live chat. The webinar will be recorded for viewing at any 
other time. Questions may be submitted in advance. 

• At the end of  the course you’ll receive your Path to Promotion Publicity Planner packed with 
graphics and guides to assist in your quest to put your best promotional foot forward! 

Faculty & Program Specifics:

Monday, May 14 (audio session) & Wednesday, May 16 (webinar session)
IDENTIFYING INFLUENCERS:
Author/Educator Debbie Gonzales will explore the following topics: 
• Authentic Self-Promotion
• Tell Me a Story
• The Definition of  an Influencer
• Fans vs. Influencers
• Influencer Analysis
• Inside & Outside of  Digital Marketing
• Creating a Community

Debbie Gonzales is a career educator, curriculum consultant, former school administrator and adjunct professor, and once served 
as a SCBWI RA for the Austin Chapter. Deb currently devotes her time to writing middle grade novels, crafting teacher guides 
and various other freelance projects. She’s the author of  six “transitional”  readers for New Zealand publisher, Giltedge, and the 
forthcoming non-fiction picture book Play Like a Girl: The Road to Breaking Barriers and Bashing Records (Charlesbridge, 
2019). A transplanted Texan, Debbie now calls beautiful Ann Arbor, Michigan home where she lives with her husband John and 
spunky pup, Missy. Deb earned her MFA in writing for children and young adults from the Vermont College of  Fine Arts.
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Monday, May 21 (audio session) & Wednesday, May 23 (webinar session)

PREPAREDNESS ~ THE KEY TO MAKING CONNECTIONS
Author Carrie Pearson will explore the following topics:
• The Definition of  Preparedness and You
• If  ‘A’ is for Authenticity, then ‘C’ is for Credibility
• The Perils of  a Poorly Designed Website
• The Analysis of  a Digital Footprint
• Preparedness and Time Management
• Preparedness and the Agent/Editor Relationship
• Preparing for an Unseen Future

Carrie Pearson feels that being a children’s book author represents the best merger of  her education, 
occupations, and passion. She holds a BA in early childhood education, taught at University of  Michigan’s 
preschool and then moved into the business world for 15+ years. She is now a full-time writer for children 
and owner of  a consulting business in the children’s book industry focusing on preparing writers to connect 
with the right agent and/or editors. She is an SCBWI Regional Advisor for Michigan and is represented by 
Kelly Sonnack at the Andrea Brown Literary Agency. Her first two books were published by Arbordale and 
are nature nonfiction picture books. Her third launches October 2018 with Charlesbridge and is also a nature 
nonfiction picture book about the world’s tallest tree. Her next projects are a picture book biography and a 
nonfiction picture book survey of  real-life princesses. Carrie would love to connect with you on Twitter 
@carrieapearson, Pinterest carrieapearson, and at her website www.carriepearsonbooks.com.

Monday, May 28 (audio session) & Wednesday, May 30 (webinar session)

EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT PUBLICITY, 
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK
Publicists Barbara Fisch & Sarah Shealy will explore the following topics: 
• Publicity vs. Marketing 
• Your Online Presence 
• Traditionally published authors - publicist’s job/marketing dept. jobs 
• Independently published - DIY publicity and marketing
• Timeline for publicity and marketing
• Take the Bitter with the Better: A Word About Book Reviews 
• Ancillary marketing materials - curriculum guides, book trailers & SWAG 

(Sealed With a Gift)

Barbara Fisch and Sarah Shealy launched Blue Slip Media, a children’s book publicity and marketing 
agency, in 2009. Prior to that they were the associate directors of  publicity for Harcourt Children’s Books 
for more than fifteen years. They are passionate about children’s books and enjoy working with authors and 
publishers to find innovative ways to maximize a book’s reach in a very competitive marketplace. Visit their 
website at www.blueslipmedia.com to learn more about them and to view current and past campaigns.
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Monday, June 4 (audio session) & Wednesday, June 6 (webinar session)

MAKING A SPLASH IN THE SCHOOL & LIBRARY MARKET
Author/Entreprenuer Carmen Oliver will explore the following topics: 
• The “Business” of  Personal Publicity/Promotion 
• The Basics of  a Dynamic School/Library Presentation
• The Importance of  Trust in a Business Relationship
• Desperately Seeking Originality, Authenticity, and Energy 
• An Inventory of  a Publicity Tool Kit
• The Definition of  a Personal Brand

Carmen Oliver is the founder of  the Booking Biz, a boutique style agency that brings award-winning 
children’s authors and illustrators to schools, libraries, and special events. She is also the author of  picture 
book Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies as well as the forthcoming nonfiction picture books A Voice 
for the Spirit Bears: The Simon Jackson Story and The Favio Chavez Story. She teaches at the Writing 
Barn and The Highlights Foundation and loves speaking at schools, conferences and festivals. From 2010-
2013, she was the Assistant Regional Advisor for the Austin SCBWI chapter. Growing up in Canada, she 
saw many bear species along the hiking trails but always kept a respectful distance. She and her family now 
call the wide-open spaces of  Texas home.

Monday, June 11 (audio session) & Wednesday, June 13 (webinar session)

THE HOW & WHY OF PODCASTING
Author/Educator/Speaker Jo Whittemore will explore the following topics: 
• What is a Podcast?
• Why Podcast?
• How to Podcast?
• WWMAW or What Would My Avatar Want?
• The “4 P’s” of  Podcasting: Plan, Produce, Publish, and Promote
• Recording, Editing, and Equipment Required
• Podcasting: A Phase or The Future?

Jo Whittemore is the author of  over a dozen books for children, including middle-grade novels for CW’s 
Supergirl, Girls Who Code, and the Confidentially Yours series. When Jo isn’t writing or reading 
amazing books, she spends her time in Austin, Texas with her husband and friends.

Monday, June 18 (audio session) 

THAT’S A WRAP
Debbie will explore the following topics:
• Plan for Success
• Consistency vs. Overwhelm
• Make & Mark Your Milestones
• Where Do We Go From Here?
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