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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions

Consider the front cover:
• Study the illustration of the man depicted in the illustration on the front cover. Describe 

his character. Predict what type of person he might be. Identify the clues that suggest that 
your prediction is true.

• Explain why he and the young girl are holding hands. Describe their relationship.
• Guess why the girl is holding a cane.
• Read the title of the book. Who is “Mr. Mouthful”? How do you know?
• Explain what the phrase ‘learns his lesson’ means.  Try to guess what lesson Mr. Mouthful 

might learn in the story.
• Predict what this story is going to be about. 

Meet the Author—Joseph Kimble:
• Mr. Kimble grew up in Linden, Michigan, and spent many hours in the 

public library there. Reading and writing have always been important to 
him. Determine how his childhood experiences may have inspired him 
to write a children’s book. 

• As an adult, Mr. Kimble has written three law books and taught writing 
in a law school. Consider how writing for law students and lawyers 
would differ from writing a book for children.

• Mr. Kimble has won several national and international awards for his 
teaching and writing. He’s well known for promoting clarity in communication. The word 
clarity means the quality of being clear and plain, not confusing or foggy. To speak with 
clarity, a person must use words that can be understood by others. After reading Mr. 
Mouthful Learns His Lesson, explore the theme of clear communication. Consider how Mr. 
Kimble’s experiences served to prepare him to write this story. 

Meet the Illustrator—Kerry Bell:
• As a child, Ms. Bell drew lots of pictures of her big sister. Predict what 

their relationship may have been like. 
• Ms. Bell says that she likes to paint and draw silly things. Do you think 

that most of the drawings she did as a child were serious or silly? 
Explain your answer. 

• One of Ms. Bell’s favorite things to do is laugh. She says that she  likes 
to laugh until her belly hurts. Discuss how enjoying laughter benefits Ms. Bell as an 
illustrator. Tell how humor might inspire artistic work. 

• Authors use words to tell stories, and illustrators tell stories with pictures. Explore the 
connection between an author and an illustrator as storytellers. Explain how their ways of 
telling stories improve when they work together. 
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Post-Reading Discussion Questions

Look at him strut,
with the fringe on his butt.

Mr. Mouthful is a fancy-pants.

But the two of them don’t mind.
They feel pretty cool, a couple of dudes, 

and sharper than all the rest.

But instead of yelling, “Watch out!” Mr. Mouthful says, 
“Please be advised, you proceed at too rapid a speed. 

You should engage your brakes. . .”

• The word strut means to walk proudly, show off, stride. Discuss what walking 
this way suggests about Mr. Mouthful’s character.

• Illustrator Kerry Bell said that she found the phrase “fringe on his butt” to be interesting 
and funny. She was instantly amused by Mr. Mouthful. How about you? Describe how the 
illustration reveals Mr. Mouthful’s feeling about himself. 

• Instead of stating that Mr. Mouthful is wearing fancy pants, the author states that Mr. 
Mouthful is a fancy pants. Explain how Mr. Mouthful can be a “fancy pants.”

• The crowd observing Mr. Mouthful and Dupree finds them to be amusing 
and silly. Explain why the people feel this way.

• Why are Mr. Mouthful and Dupree not concerned about what the others 
think about them?

• Explore the phrase “sharper than all the rest.” What does the phrase 
mean? Could it have more than one meaning? Advanced question: are the meanings literal or 
figurative? (For example, stating that a knife is sharp is a literal description.)

• Explain why Jet does not respond to Mr. Mouthful’s warning.
• Determine why Mr. Mouthful uses such a long and wordy sentence in 

this dangerous situation. Tell what his choice of words reveals about this 
character. Why does he use big, fancy words in this situation?

• Discuss why yelling “Watch out!” might have brought about a different reaction, or may have 
been safer.
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Maybe he doesn’t like me, 
thought Juno, wondering why.

He thinks he sounds smart, 
but he’s kind of a fart.

He’s a sesquipedalianist.

She went under again.
This might be the end.

Only one thing left he could do.

• The word confused means “bewildered, mixed-up, upset.” Determine why Mr. 
Mouthful’s use of big words confuses Juno. She’s friendly and kind, yet he is 
not connecting with her.

• Examine why Juno wonders whether Mr. Mouthful likes her.
• Even though Mr. Mouthful knows and uses lots of impressive words, he isn’t able to 

communicate his feelings for Juno. Explain why.

• It seems that, to Mr. Mouthful, sounding smart is more important than 
considering how his actions affect others. Determine how this point of view 
creates problems for others and for himself.

• What is more important to you: impressing others or connecting with them? Explain your 
answer.

• A sesquipedalianist is a person who uses long, unusual, sometimes weird words when talking 
or writing. List the books, supplies, and tools that a person needs to discover and memorize 
long, unusual, sometimes weird words. 

• Consider the difference between sounding smart and being smart.

• Juno is in danger. Mr. Mouthful is the only person who can save her. Instead of 
spouting a mouthful of big words, Mr. Mouthful calls one word—“HELP!” Why 
does he chose to respond in this way? 

• Explain why Mr. Mouthful responds to Juno’s situation differently than he did Jet’s and Axel’s. 
• In the beginning of the story, Mr. Mouthful was a “fancy pants,” more concerned about 

impressing others with his big words and cocky strut. What lesson has he learned? 
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Mr. Mouthful’s Big-Vocabulary Crossword 

Across:
1. clothes
5. give
7. rain
9. a cane
10. buy

Down:
2. before
3. a person who uses big words
4. hat
6. giggle
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Answers to Mr. Mouthful’s Big-Vocabulary Crossword 

Across:
1. clothes
5. give
7. rain
9. a cane
10. buy

Down:
2. before
3. a person who uses big words
4. hat
6. giggle
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A Study of Cause & Effect

But Axel wheels by,
his feet toward the sky, 

and lands in some pigeon goop. 

Objective: To understand the relationship between events in the story, the combination of 
action and reaction between plot points of a story.

Materials: 
• Mr. Mouthful Learns His Lesson
• A Study of Cause & Effect Template (p. 9)
• Pencil
• Markers

Procedure:
• Discover and discuss the numerous cause-and-effect scenarios in the book. Encourage 

students to explore the causal relationships between these events.
• Using the Cause & Effect Template, pencil, markers, and Mr. Mouthful Learns His Lesson as 

reference, instruct students to illustrate and define two cause-and-effect scenarios from the 
story, using the sample below as a guide.

• Encourage students to share their work with the class. 

Axel is concentrating on turning cartwheels. 

He is not looking ahead to see where he is going. 

Axel is unaware that he is heading toward a 

pile of pigeon goop. His hand lands in the mess.  

SAMPLE: 
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Cause & Effect Template
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Figurative-Language Fun

He chatters a lot, and thinks he’s quite hot.  
He’s a star in his own monkey mind. 

Objective: To practice dictionary skills, to understand the important distinction between literal 
and figurative language, and to create an artistic expression for examples of figurative language. 

Materials: 
• Mr. Mouthful Learns His Lesson
• Word Cards (p. 11)
• The Dictionary-Dash Worksheet (p. 12)
• Cardstock
• Scissors
• An online, hardbound, or paperback dictionary
• Pencil
• Markers

Procedure: 
• Print Word Cards on cardstock. Use scissors to trim around Word Card borders.
• Instruct students to each choose a Word Card. Have them find the word in the dictionary.
• Use the information provided on the dictionary page where the word is found to answer the 

questions on the Dictionary-Dash Worksheet, as shown in the SAMPLE below. 
• Create an illustration representing the definition of the word. Elaborate and exaggerate the 

images that the word suggests. 
• Share your work with the class. 

SAMPLE:

Word Page in book

Part of speech How many syllables? 

Guide words: and

Figurative meaning?

Illustration

hot 5

adjective 1

hose hot dog

popular, in demand

Note: Guide words are 
printed at the top of a page 

indicating the first and 
last word entries on the 

dictionary page where the 
desired word is located. 
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Word Cards

strut

cool

star

sharp

gobble

froufrou

spout
(as a verb)

sesquipedalian
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The Dictionary-Dash Worksheet

Word Page in book

Part of speech How many syllables? 

Guide words and

Figurative meaning?

Illustration
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Become a Word Lover

To all young readers: Having a large vocabulary is wonderful. Learn to 
love words, big and small, and learn which ones to use when.

–Joseph Kimble

Objective: To develop a strategy to enhance vocabulary.

Materials:
• Dictionary (online, paperback, or hardback)
• Vocabulary Words (this page)
• Word-Lover Cards (p. 14)
• Cardstock
• Scissors
• Pencil

Procedure: 
• Print the Word-Lover Cards on cardstock. Use scissors to trim around the borders of each 

one.
• Notice that there is a week’s worth of Word-Lover Cards available on the page. Instruct 

students to choose a word for every day of the week either from a dictionary or from the 
Vocabulary Words below. Be certain that the chosen words are challenging and unfamiliar.

• Write the chosen word in the space provided on each Word-Lover Card. Write the definition 
for the word in the space provided.

• Memorize the word and definition. Incorporate the new word as part of regular 
conversation. 

• Repeat this process every day for one week. Discuss the experience with the class.  

abandon
adorn

alabaster
bizzarre

bloodthirsty
circumstantial
consternation
downhearted

exaggerate
exterminate

falter

daunting
defend
devotee

emphasize
errant
fiery
filch

gobstopper
haunch

innumerable
irk

jackdaw
jostle

kerfuffle
lament
limpet

malinger
moor

noxious
oppress
outwit

perpetual

precipice
quell
quest

redeem
shun
slate

torrent
travail
utter
vex

wisenheimer

Vocabulary Words
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Word-Lover Cards

Sunday

Word

Definition

Monday

Word

Definition

Tuesday

Word

Definition

Wednesday

Word

Definition

Thursday

Word

Definition

Friday

Word

Definition

Saturday

Word

Definition
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Common Core State-Standards Alignment


