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Introduction

With regard to technology, upon completion of the lessons in this guide, students have the 
option to choose from a wide variety of software programs with which to create their book 

trailers. Listed below are just a few of the options available. 

Camtasia    Movie Maker    Photo Story
iMovie     Voice Thread    Bubble Share
PowerPoint    Mapwings    Scratch 

In this packet, students, teachers, and book trailer newbies will find the basics of a                      
step-by-step planning process for a creative digital representation of any story. This process 

works for board books, picture books, middle grade or YA. Book trailer producers are 
encouraged to explore the story elements presented in this guide prior to using technology 

to tell their stories.  

The supplies needed are a three-ring binder, pencils, markers, and a story producers desire 
to represent through technology. Print the graphic organizers. Work through the process.

Then, transfer the good planning completed in this packet to tech.  

Book trailer producers can work in groups or individually. 

Plan to host a book trailer presentation extravagnza! Encourage all directors and 
producers to present their book trailers to the class.

http://www.debbiegonzales.com/
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Story Elements

Book trailers are short and interesting because they focus on the highlights of a book 
without giving the entire story away. The purpose of these mini-films is to capture the 

attention of the viewer and get them interested in reading the book. To make a book trailer, 
its creator must have a solid understanding of the story’s beginning, middle, and end, as 
well as four basic elements that make the project great. Those four basic elements are 

character, setting, conflict, and a hook are defined below.

Character:
• What are the character’s strengths, weaknesses, or innermost desires?
• How do characters relate to one another in the story setting?

Setting: 
• Where does the story take place?
• How does the setting relate to the character’s interactions and experience? 

Conflict:
• What is the problem presented in the story?
• How can this conflict be revealed without giving the whole story away? 

A Hook:
• The element of suspense intended to convince the viewer to read the book.
• A cliffhanger that causes the viewer to feel compelled to find out what happens in the 

story’s end. 

Creating book trailers require the use of certain skills and creative techniques. In well-
crafted book trailers, the implementation of these skills and techniques listed below must 

seem almost invisible to the viewer. 

Words:
• How are words used?
• Were quotations from the text used?
• What purpose do they serve in the trailer?

Sound Effects/Music: 
• What kind of sound effects or music appeals to you? 
• How do sound effects reflect various aspects of the story’s plot, characterization, theme, 

or setting?

Story Highlights: 
• How does the use of particular highlights depict the message of the story?
• What aspects of the story have been revealed in the trailer?

http://www.debbiegonzales.com/
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Setting:
• Where does the story take place?
• List details presented in the book trailer that reveal setting.
• Explain why this particular setting is important to the story.

Narration: 
• If the book trailer is narrated, who is talking? Predict why this particular narrator was 

chosen.
• How does the narration reflect the tone and emotion of the story? 

Visuals: 
• Analyze the use of video clips, still images, or the combination of both. 
• Determine the effectiveness of visuals in setting up a compelling hook.  

http://www.debbiegonzales.com/
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Book Trailer Analysis

Stretch to the Sun: From a Tiny Sprout to the Tallest Tree on Earth
Author: Carrie Pearson
Illustrator: Susan Swan
Published by: Charlesbridge
ISBN:13: 978-1580897716

Click HERE for book trailer. 

Mine!
Author: Shutta Crum
Illustrator: Patrice Barton
Published by: Knopf Books for Young Readers
ASIN: B00SB4Q5T2

Click HERE for book trailer. 

Wonder
Author: R. J. Palacio
Published by: Knopf Books for Young Readers
ISBN-13: 978-0375869020

Click HERE for book trailer. 

For practice, click on the links below and watch the attached book trailers closely. 
Use the Book Trailer Analysis Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 7) to assess the Story 

Elements used to create them. Get a feel for the skills and techniques required to create an 
appealing book trailer.  

http://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/
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Book Trailer Analysis Graphic Organizer

Title of Book 

Analyze selected book trailers by using the guide below. Watch the book trailer. Record analysis in the 
rectangle spaces on the left of the arrows. What is your overall impression of each book trailer? After 

watching the book trailer, Are you compelled to read the story? Why or why not?

List of Characters

Setting

Conflict

A Hook

Words

Sound Effects/
Music

Setting

Narration

Visuals
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Part 1 - Character Analysis

Effective book trailers concentrate on only a few main characters and leave the minor characters out. 
This technique enables the book trailer creator to focus on the most important aspects of the story. 

It is not necessary to present characters as they physically appear in the story. 
Use the Character Analysis Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 9) to develop a deeper 

sense of characterization for all of the characters featured in the book trailer.                                                                                              
Consider how the characters interrelate with each other and how their connection fuels the story line. 

Procedure: 
• Print one copy of the Character Analysis Graphic Organizer per character depicted in the 

book trailer.
• Consider each aspect of characterization by describing how details were represented in the 

trailer. Tell how each character element is revealed in the book trailer.
• If you’re using the Character Analysis Graphic Organizer to plan for creating an original 

book trailer, complete the analysis and file it in your binder. 

Identify character 
represented in book 

trailer.

Identify the 
character’s 

inner problem.

What does 
the character 

want? 

Describe how 
the character 

looks.

What is the 
character 

afraid of? How 
do you know?

Describe  an 
empowering 

character trait.

Who or what is 
the character 

challenged by?
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Character Analysis Graphic Organizer
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Part 2 - Pinpoint Plot Points

Overloading the book trailer with too many details causes it to be slow and uninteresting. It is best to choose 
a few plot points and then develop those through revealing specific detail. 

Use the Pinpoint Plot Points Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 11) to plan for creating a book trailer of your 
own. Pick a few key moments in the story and elaborate on them. Highlight what makes a particular key 
moment memorable or interesting. Perhaps, state how it creates a plot twist, or how it sets up a conflict 

between characters. Tell what is at stake or ask a compelling question of some sort. Pare down the plot by 
deciding which key scenes best represent the overall premise of the story.

Procedure: 
• Print one copy of the Pinpoint Plots Points Graphic Organizer to use as a planner.
• Think about the overall story arc of the book you’re planning on making a trailer for. 

Identify three major plot points – Beginning, Middle, and End.
 ~ Decide upon plot points that are full of tension and drama.
 ~ Each plot point should build upon the other, yet not necessarily in sequential story  
 order.
  – Beginning: Identify the primary character and their predicament.
  – Middle: Define the if factor. What is at stake if a certain thing happens?
  – End: Determine the consequence of the if factor happens. Here is where to  
  hook is established, the place in your trailer where you want to establish the  
  compelling desire to read the book. 
• Identify specific details that occured in the story to support the major plot points.
 ~ Tell what happened in the plot point.
 ~ Tell who was involved in the plot point.
 ~ Tell the consequences that occurred as a result of the action that took place in the  
 specific plot point. 
• Save your completed Pinpoint Plot Points Graphic Organizer for reference in the following 

planning exercise.

Identify 
chosen plot 
point here

Describe 
details here

http://www.debbiegonzales.com/
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Pinpoint Plot Points Graphic Organizer

http://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/


12

www.debbiegonzales.com
www.guidesbydeb.com

Picture Perfect Depiction

Here we begin visualizing images by paring down the broad overview of plot points into more concise, 
specific visual depictions. Remember that the images do not necessarily need to reflect the physical features 

of the characters. For example, if a character is kind and gentle, a photo of a rainbow or a daisy might 
represent the character’s nature. Consider both the setting and mood, as well.

 Let your imagination run wild in this lesson. Your good work will pay off later. 

Procedure: 
• Using the completed Pinpoint Plot Points graphic organizer as a reference, copy each detail 

listed into the corresponding space on the Picture Perfect Depiction graphic organizer 
(Guide, pg. 13).

• Consider options for visual images that reflect the intended message of the detail listed. 
• Write or draw a representation of of the intended mood, theme, emotion, or action depicted 

in each specific detail. 

List the details 
discovered on 
the Pinpoint 
Plot Points 

graphic 
organizer. 

Describe or 
illustrate visual 

images that 
will interpret 

the details 
listed on the 

right. 
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Picture Perfect Depiction Graphic Organizer
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Part 3 - Story Boarding

Storyboards are visual maps for book trailers by planning for the final book trailer visuals and script in 
a concrete manner. Movie makers use story boards to combine the script and the visuals together before 

actually filming the shots. Plans for sequencing and transitions are made through story boarding – be it text, 
sound or visuals. Once the story board script and visuals are satisfactorily completed, it is time to create a 

digital representation of your book trailer project!

Procedure: 
• Print several copies of the Story Boarding graphic organizer (Guide, pg. 15).
• Using the prior graphic organizers as reference, plan out your book trailer script and 

corresponding images.
• Drawing stick figures are totally acceptable for the story boarding process. You’ll have time 

to search for digital images or to scan drawings later.
• Powerful quotes from the text serve as effective script material. Look back over the notes 

you took during the construction process to discover aspects that can be dramatically 
developed.

• Remember to keep your book trailer script concise and to the point. Let your visuals help 
tell the story.

• Be certain to draft an introduction and cliff-hanging conclusion to your awesome book 
trailer.

Record the 
dialogue, 
quotes, 

narrative, 
or dramatic 

tone for each 
spread.

Draw images 
that represent 

the message of 
your script. 
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Story Boarding Graphic Organizer
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Common Core State Anchor Standards
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